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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 





ANNUAL MEETING AND CONFERENCE. 

The special attention of members is drawn to this meeting, which 
will be held at the Eltham Branch of the Woolwich Public Libraries (by 
kind invitation of Ernest A. Baker, Esq., M.A., Borough Librarian) on 
Wednesday, June 19th, 1907. A large muster of metropolitan assistants 
is confidently looked forward to, and it is also hoped that many provincial 
members and assistants may find it possible to attend. The Evening 
Session commencing at 6.30 is specially worthy of notice. The Association 
is sure of a warm welcome from Mr. Baker, and the Mayor of Woolwich 
(Councillor W. J. Squires, J.P.), the Chairman of the Libraries Committee 
(Councillor Malcolm Mortimer) and other Councillors have promised to 
attend. 

The programme is as follows :— 

3.15 p.m. Arrive at Eltham Library. 

3.30 p.m. Visit to Eltham Palace, a reputed pre-Norman structure, sup- 
posed to have been the residence of the early Saxon kings, and a 
popular Royal residence in the 14th and 15th centuries. 

Members will then proceed to Avery Hill, the beautiful park 
recently purchased from the executors of the estate of the late Colonel 
North by the L.C.C. 

5 p.m. Tea, kindly provided by Mr. Baker. 

5.30 p.m. Counting Ballot for Committee. 

Evening Session, 6.30 p.m. 

6.30 p.m. Ernest A. Baker, Esq., M.A., 

‘The Literary Training of the Public Librarian."’ 

7.30 p.m. Philip C. Bursill, Assistant Librarian, Woolwich Public 
Libraries. ‘* Staff Time Sheets and Routine Books.”’ 

8.30 p.m. Annual Business Meeting. Chairman’s Address. 

‘** Progress of Librarianship during the Year.”’ 

Election of Officers and Committee. Presentation of Annual Report. 

Routes to Eltham: The Public Library is situated in High Street. 
S.E. and C. Railway from Charing Cross, Cannon Street, or London 
Bridge to Well Hall (three minutes’ walk from Library) or to Eltham (five 
minutes’ from Library). The former route is recommended. 

Trains: For Well Hail—Charing Cross, 2.28; Cannon Street, 2.87; 
London Bridge, 2.40; New Cross, 2.49; St. John’s, 2.52, changing at 
Blackheath. For Eltham—Charing Cross, 2.50; Cannon St., 3.0; London 
Bridge, 3.3; New Cross, 3.11; St. John’s, 3.14. 

At the Annual Business Meeting Mr. G. A. Stephen will move :— 

That the following words be deleted from Rule 5; after ‘* annual 
meeting ’’ all words to ‘‘ power to vote,’’ and that the following words 
be substituted: ‘‘ In addition three junior members of the Association 
shall be elected by separate ballot, having the same powers and privi- 
leges as ordinary members of the Committee.” 

Rule 5 at present reads :— 

5. Officers.—(a) The Officers of the Association shall consist of a 
Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, and a Committee of ten London and ten 
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non-London members, who shall be elected at the Annual Meeting, such 
Committee having power to co-opt a junior representation which shall not 
exceed five members, to be elected half-yearly, co-opted members not having 
the power to vote. 





VISIT TO BRIGHTON. 

By kind invitation of Mr. H. D. Roberts, Chief Librarian and Superin- 
tendent of the Public Library, Museum and Fine Art Galleries, a visit 
will be paid to Brighton, on Wednesday, July 3rd. Reserved carriages 
will be attached to the train leaving Victoria at 12.25 p.m., Clapham 
Junction at 12.30, and East Croydon at 12.45. Those intending to be 
present are requested to communicate with Mr. W. Geo. Chambers, 
Public Library, Plumstead, who will supply them with tickets, price 2/6 
each. Ladies are cordially invited, and it is hoped this opportunity of 
visiting the Metropolis of the South Coast will be largely taken advantage 
of by our members. 

Upon arriving at Brighton, the party will proceed direct to the 
Library, where a tour of inspection will be made, after which they will be 
entertained to tea by Mr. Roberts. It is not proposed to draw up an 
elaborate programme, it being felt that members would rather have the 
time at their own disposal, and from 5.0 p.m. until the return journey is 
commenced at 8.15 p.m. members will be free to enjoy the open air concerts 
at the Pavilion, a stroll along the excellent promenade, or any other of 
the multitude of attractions which Brighton offers to visitors. 








YORKSHIRE BRANCH. 

The next meeting of the Yorkshire Branch will be held at the Public 
Library, Huddersfield, by kind invitation of A. G. Lockett, Esq., Chief 
Librarian, on Thursday, June 20th. 

The arrangements for the meeting are not yet complete, but full 
particulars will be sent to each member in due course. 

By an arrangement with the L. and N.W. Rly. Co., members may 
travel from Leeds at the reduced fare of 1s. 10d. return. These tickets 
must be obtained from Mr. J. B. Ellison, Hon. Sec. of the Branch. 

It is hoped that members, and assistants in the district who have not 
yet become members, will attend the meeting in large numbers. Hudders- 
field is one of the few open-access libraries in Yorkshire, and opportunity 
will be afforded for a thorough examination of this system. 


MAY MEETING. 
A meeting of the Association was held at the Bromley 
(Kent) Central Public Library, by invitation of Mr. W. J. 
Harris (Borough Librarian), on Wednesday, May 16th. There 
was an exceptionally large attendance of members and friends, 
including ladies, and the meeting—which pleasantly combined 
business and pleasure—was an enjoyable and memorable one. 
The members were warmly welcomed by Mr. and Mrs. Harris, 
and by Mr. Peter Harper, Chairman of the Libraries Com- 
mittee, who showed a keen interest in the event, not only by 
presiding at the evening meeting, but by providing tea. 
In the afternoon the Annual Cricket Match between 
Assistants North of the Thames and Assistants South of the 
Thames was played on the Queen’s Mead Ground, Shortlands. 
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Proceeding from Shortlands to Bromley, the party was 
entertained at tea in the orchard attached to the Central 
Library, after which there was time for a stroll in the pleasure 
grounds which also adjoin the Library. 

The Business Meeting was held in the Lecture Room of 
the Library, Mr. Peter Harper presiding. 

The first item on the agenda was the election of two mem- 
bers to audit the accounts of the Association for 1906-7. There 
were four nominations, and as a result of the voting Messrs. 
H. Fostall (Bromley) and H. R. Purnell (Croydon) were ap- 
pointed. 

Mr. S. J. Redgrave (Croydon) read the paper on ‘‘A 
Public Library Book Extension Service,’’ which is printed in 
this number. 

In the discussion which followed Mr. Chambers said he 
was convinced that an enormous amount of good work might 
be done in the direction indicated, and the system was capable 
of development. Persons receiving books at a lecture were 
required to return them to the library, and were thus brought 
into touch with the institution. Miss Clark thought 
the idea was a good one, but asked what would be done in the 
case of a person whose name did not appear in the directory— 
lodgers for instance. Some guarantee would be necessary. 
Mr. Faraday also raised this point, and further stated that 
the names of many persons, other than lodgers, did not appear 
in the directory. Mr. Sayers, replying to Miss Clark, said 
that it was only necessary for a lodger to give a reference to 
his landlord. The discussion was continued by Mr. Wright 
and others. 

The relative merits of Branch Libraries and Delivery 
Stations were then considered, Mr. H. G. Sureties (Hornsey) 
introducing the subject in a paper on Branch Libraries, and 
Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers (Croydon) following with an address 
on Delivery Stations. Mr. Sureties’ paper is printed in 
this issue, and a precis of Mr. Sayers’ address also appears. 


Discussion. 


Mr. Stewart thought the whole question of travelling 
libraries, delivery stations and branches was one of locality. 
He agreed with Mr. Sureties that the travelling library led 
up to the delivery station, and the delivery station to the branch 
library. When a delivery station was doing over a certain 
amount of work it showed that there was a need for a branch 
library. He thought the library system of the future would 
consist of a large central reference library, and branches at 
which the lending library work would be done. There would 
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be no lending department at the central library. Mr. Sayers 
had said that no library with an income of less than £2,000 
should attempt to maintain a branch. This again was a ques- 
tion of locality. A London district which yielded £2,000 would 
be a very small district and no branches would be necessary. 


Mr. Hawkins said his experience was that branch libraries 
were much more effective than delivery stations. In Fulham, 
whereas the delivery stations only did an average daily issue 
of 60 volumes, the branch libraries which had superseded them 
issued an average of 300, and, in one case, 380 per day. He 
did not agree that an income of £2,000 was necessary to main- 
tain a branch. The cost of upkeep would be much less in the 
provinces. As to the disadvantages to the staff of being attached 
to branch libraries only, he thought they should work at the 
central library and the branches in turn. 

Mr. Peters said the borough he represented had an income 
of £4,000 and was able to maintain five branches in a state of 
efficiency, the average daily issue at each being 400. The 
librarians-in-charge had occasional conferences, when points of 
administration were discussed. 

Mr. Young agreed that an income of £2,000 was desirable 
before a branch library was thought of. In a consideration of 
the question as to which were best—branch libraries or delivery 
stations, the population, income, and area of the district must 
be taken into account. It had been said that centralisation was 
the order of the day. He maintained that this was not so. 
Some branches were quite equal to the central library, and he 
knew of one case where what had hitherto been regarded as a 
branch was to be recognised as the central library. 

Mr. Peter Harper emphasised the argument put forward 
by a speaker that everything depended upon local conditions. 
One point had not been referred to—the influence on the class 
of reading of branch libraries and delivery stations respectively. 
He imagined that delivery stations would be chiefly used for 
fiction reading, whereas branch libraries would provide a much 
wider selection. 

Mr. Coutts proposed a vote of thanks to the readers of the 
papers, which was seconded by Mr. Hawkins and carried 
unanimously. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Peter Harper for presiding and 
for his hospitality, and to Mr. and Mrs. Harris for their ex- 
ceedingly kind welcome was proposed by Mr. Sayers, seconded 
by Mr. Bursill and carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Harris and Mr. Harper responded, both gentlemen 
expressing the hope that the Association might again visit 
Bromley. 
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BRANCH LIBRARIES.* 
By H. G. Sureties, Librarian, Highgate Branch, Hornsey. 


The writer of a recent article on delivery stations and 
travelling libraries says that ‘‘ in the town travelling libraries 
supplement branches and delivery stations. The best equipped 
library service,’’ he says, ‘‘ is a combination of branches, de- 
livery stations, and travelling libraries with a central reference 
library.’’ Incidentally he remarks, and I would direct your 
particular attention to this, that ‘‘ a delivery station is a poor 
substitute for a branch;’’ an expression of opinion with which 
1 cordially agree. Disabuse your mind at once, if you think 
I am opposed to delivery stations. I am not. In their proper 
place, and this is an important proviso which you can take as 
your text if you like, delivery stations as units, but subservient 
to the branch, are valuable aids in a public library system. In 
view of legislation empowering county councils to adopt the 
Acts, delivery stations and travelling libraries are destined to 
play a far more conspicuous part than hitherto in the organisa- 
tion of our public library systems. In scattered and isolated 
Urban Districts, thinly populated, they do excellent work, but 
to argue that they are fit substitutes for branches is idle and 
futile. As well argue that a penny-in-the-slot machine is a fit 
substitute for a well stocked shop. In a comparison between 
the relative merits of the delivery station and the branch, the 
most telling argument in favour of the delivery station is the 
important one of cost. It may be argued, certainly with a de- 
gree of truth, that delivery stations are considerably cheaper 
than branches. This may be so, and for the very good reason 
that they are inferior to branches. Now a delivery station that 
issues from 50 to 70 volumes a day has no right to exist. Its 
time has gone by. Its missionary work is done, therefore it 
should make way for its follower, the branch. For, mark you, 
the delivery station is, or should be, the fore-runner of the 
branch. Naturally, the evolutional order is, first, the travel- 
ling library, second, the delivery station, and third, the branch 
library. A daily average issue of 300 is a modest enough total 
for any branch, but to accomplish these figures something like 
half a dozen delivery stations would be required, and when you 
begin to number delivery stations by the half dozen the question 
of expense necessarily begins to assert itself, and the alternative 
is the establishment of a well equipped branch. 

The substitution of delivery stations for branches would be 
a retrograde movement which would not, I feel sure, commend 





*A paper read at the May meeting of the Library Assistants’ 
Association. 
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itself either to library authorities or to the public, in these pro- 
gressive times. 

Let us for a few moments consider in detail a few objec- 
tions to delivery stations as compared with branches. 

In the first place a branch advertises itself and ‘*‘ makes ’’ 
borrowers. It is, or should be, a very live institution with a 
mission to spread and inculcate a love of literature. Compared 
with a branch, a delivery station leads an inanimate, poor, 
lethargic existence, while its possibilities as a missionary out- 
post in the field of public library work are practically nil. A 
delivery station only caters for those individuals who know 
exactly what they want. It holds no brief for the chance in- 
dividual with catholic tastes, who, attracted by the building and 
its possibilities strolls in and borrows Kant’s ‘‘ Critique of Pure 
Reason,’’ just to see what it is like, and who, for ever after- 
wards is numbered a diligent borrower, still preserving, may 
be, a delightful catholicity of taste. My picture is not over- 
drawn. We all know such cases although it would be an im- 
possible incident in connection with a delivery station. 

Again, we know that the reference borrower is one of the 
most valuable assets a public library commands: but the substi- 
tution of delivery stations for branches would _ simply 
choke one of the highest and most sacred missions of public 
library work. Granted that branches do not always carry 
reference collections, yet there are few which do not possess 
volumes of the quick reference type; these, backed 
with the loaning of lending library works, are often sufficient 
to satisfy the needs of the branch reference enquirer. The 
substitution of delivery stations for branches means, therefore, 
the extinction of the reference borrower, excluding of course 
the central library. Such a doubtful step is not, I suggest, to 
be viewed with equanimity. The same objection applies in the 
case of the magazine room with its ever-increasing number of 
technical and educational magazines. Even the most drastic 
of news-room reformers do not, I surmise, advocate the abolish- 
ment of the magazine room. The abolition of the news- 
room is not a question confined to branches purely; it affects 
central libraries just as much, hence the argument that a con- 
tributory source of branch expense is attributable to news- 
rooms does not apply. Branches are not bound to have news- 
rooms any more than the central, and can just as well do 
without them. 


Are we not told, too, that in future the librarian is to be, 
in an increased degree, the guide, philosopher, and friend of 
the reader. How, may I ask, is this practicable if the library 


service of a town is to consist of a palatial central—I say this 
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with all regard to the limitations of a ld. rate—and a dozen 
small delivery stations poked away in post offices, too small 
for their own needs, in shops whose proprietors have no soul 
above the weighing out of pounds of tea and sugar, and in fire 
stations where the guide, philosopher, and friend may quite 
conceivably be an illiterate? What is to become of that subtle 
and distinctive influence which we are told should be exercised 
by the librarian over the reading tastes of the public? That 
influence, presumably, is a privilege to be reserved for the for- 
tunate ones, who, by dint of accident happen to be favourably 
placed, geographically. They, perchance, are to be permitted to 
bask in the sun’s rays proceeding from the countenance of the 
great librarian, while the poor outcast ratepayer, being, so to 
speak, on the verge of darkness and obscurity, forgotten and 
neglected, shivers in the cold unsympathetic gaze of the post 
office clerk or the weigher of sugar and tea. 

Here let me refer with hushed voice and bated breath to 
the idiosyncracies of some—happily not many—librarians, who 
consider that branches are a nuisance, a necessary evil, and, 
incidentally, a bar to further extravagance (I repeat again, with 
all due regard to the 1d. rate) on the part of the central 
library, resulting in a policy of semi-starvation of the branches. 
Branches are the poor relations, so to speak, which some chiefs 
in their palatial centrals would disown if they could. As it is, 
the branches are put on short rations, while the central exists 
in comparative luxury. Improvements, sometimes unnecess- 
ary, are instituted at the central, where the chief indulges in 
his propensity for expensive experiments, while the branches 
are often lacking the bare essentials for public and staff com- 
fort. Yet with it all the chief will often be heard bewailing 
the fact that his branches are crippling him. Branches are, I 
maintain, an essential part of the equipment of the public 
library system of a town of any size, bearing in mind of course, 
local circumstances, finances, and such like matters. I submit 
that the question is not one of the substitution of delivery 
stations for branches, but rather of a re-adjustment of the com- 
parative expenses of branches and the central, inasmuch as 
many central libraries do less work, proportionately to expense, 
than the branches attached to such centrals. 


It may be argued that a public library system consisting 
of a central and a number of delivery stations would be as 
near an approach to complete centralisation as possible. I am 
not sure, however, that centralisation is a panacea for all ills, 
nor am I sure that the cry of centralisation in such a case would 
not be but a thin and faint disguise for gaining complete con- 
trol of finances and expenditure, with consequent disastrous 
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results to any but those favoured few who were fortunate 
enough to live within the shadow of the central. Why should 
the literary education of those who, by force of accident, or it 
may be choice, live at a distance from the central library, be 
made subservient to the exigencies of a system which places 
a premium on one part of a town at the expense of the other? 
Why should the student be penalised because he has the mis- 
fortune to live some way from the middle of the town—that 
centre of light and learning? Moreover, I hold, that such a 
system would be impossible in thickly populated districts. To 
cope with the demand the ordinary delivery stations as located 
in post offices, police stations, fire stations, and shops would 
be useless, these only sufficing for an issue of, approximately, 
50-70 volumes per day. Directly that limit is exceeded the 
question of increased accommodation, in consequence of the 
unavoidable dislocation of business, is bound to assert itself. 
Doubtless a special form of delivery station could be designed, 
but when it becomes necessary to do this the bottom is knocked 
out of the economy argument. 

To sum up, I submit that such a system is theoretically 
bad and impossible in general practical application. I have 
tried to put before you general, but what seem to me to be 
vital, objections to a scheme which I hold would strike at the 
very core of sane and rational public library administration, to 
say nothing of the gravely detrimental nature of its effects on 
the true spirit and best interests of public library work. 


DELIVERY STATIONS. 
By W. C. Berwick Sayers, Croydon Public Libraries. 

Modern business life recommends centralisation, and this 
ideal—if it be an ideal—may be applied to libraries. However 
many branches a business may put forth, they should operate 
from one common source. With regard to libraries, such cities 
as Glasgow, Leeds, and Birmingham, and such boroughs as 
Islington, Stepney, and Poplar, are in a category somewhat 
different from the towns of Britain generally, because in these 
a dense population is distributed over a large area with some 
degree of evenness. The spectre, local conditions, nods its 
head here as everywhere in library affairs, and in such places 
as these I believe branch libraries justify their existence. But 
in the average town, which has a thickly populated nucleus 
focussed upon one market-place, town hall, or a single street, 
and has a ragged fringe of streets, unevenly populated, ramify- 
ing in various uneven directions, branches are both expensive 
and ineffective. Moreover a branch costs £800 to £1,000 per 
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annum if it is to be a real living library, and even when this 
amount is spent it rarely gives satisfaction. Consider how few 
of any year’s output of books could be bought on such an in- 
come; certainly scarcely any reference books. As a rule it will 
be found that the raison d’etre of the branch is simply to supply 
a district with that expensive and uneducational luxury, a 
newsroom; and to this newsroom a grossly inadequate collec- 
tion of books is attached, and the whole is called a branch 
library. When the newspaper is relegated to its destined place 
—outside libraries—we shall come to regard the book service 
of a town from a saner point of view. We shall realize that 
a town with an income of less than £2,000 per annum may 
wisely refrain from branches altogether, and that an income of 
less than £3,000 cannot adequately support more than one. 
The difficulty of book service in these ramifying towns may be 
met in a variety of ways, but the system I favour personally 
is a strong and thoroughly equipped central library and a series 
of delivery stations. It would be advisable to select a number 
of points in the town, at frequent and fairly regular intervals. 
These points will generally be near a post office, police station, 
or some vigorous business house. It will probably be found 
that for a very small consideration at such places as these a 
corner might be set aside for a small and carefully selected 
deposit collection of books, and someone undertake their issue 
and discharge. In some business houses it may conceivably 
be possible that the work would be undertaken without charge 
because of the advertisement to the business a deposit station 
of the libraries would necessarily be. Such stations should all 
be connected with the central library by telephone, so that any 
questions could be answered without delay. People would be 
encouraged to make use of the deposit collection, which would 
be changed very frequently, and to requisition books not there 
but in the central collection. To each delivery station there 
would be a regular service of books twice daily; say at eleven 
in the morning and four in the afternoon. To this end a con- 
veyance of a light and rapid character would be necessary for 
the transport of the books. It might be a light van, or, better 
still, it might be a motor car. This conveyance would collect 
and replace at their proper stations the various books that had 
been borrowed and deposited at other stations, would suppiy 
the books that had been requisitioned the morning or afternoon 
before, and would return to the central any books that had 
been returned to the deposit station since the last call. This 
rapid and regular servic2 is far different from what is usually 
understood by delivery stations, and would, I am convinced, 
in many towns, supply the book needs of the town far more 
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adequately and economically than inflexible and half-starved 
branch libraries. The cost of each station would not be more 
than £40—50 per annum; the conveyance would in the inirial 
cost would reach about £500, and would cost about £69 per 
annum for upkeep. Therefore, when the initial expense of the 
conveyance is covered, it will be seen that eight or ten effective 
delivery stations might be maintained at an expense for admin- 
istration not greater than one branch. There would be other 
expenses; an extra staff at the central to control the delivery 
stations, but the whole cost will not be nearly as great as that 
of two branches. These are a few points I submit for your 
discussion, asking you to remember that delivery stations are 
not suggested for such cities and boroughs as those I men- 
tioned just now; but, as a reasonable means of providing for 
towns of moderate size one centrally placed library which 
shall serve the legitimate needs of all classes of students—that 
is to say a thoroughly equipped library—and a means of meet- 
ing the general reader. 

[The writer apologises for the brevity and roughness of his remarks. 
As he was unable to prepare a paper in time for the Meeting at which it 
was to be read, he spoke from notes, and the above represents in mere 
outline a few of the points he wished to make. Space forbids him to 
dwell upon any of the arguments used.]| 





A PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOK EXTENSION SERVICE.* 
By S. J. Repcrave, Croydon Central Reference Library. 


I wish to direct attention to one of the many methods in 
vogue for bringing the municipal library home to the minds and 
hearts of the people. It is called a Book Extension Service 
because it represents the freest and most extended form of 
book delivery I know. 

It is customary in many towns to prepare lists of books, 
bearing on their programmes for the various literary, social and 
political bodies in the town, and for lectures and exhibitions 
which lend themselves to illustration by books, but even this 
is not done as frequently and as thoroughly as it might be. It 
never seems to have occurred to anyone, until a year or two 
ago, that a much more effective means of bringing the library 
to the notice of the members of these societies would be to send, 
not lists, but the books themselves; so that while the subjects 
dealt with were fresh in the minds of the people they might see 
the extent of the literature upon the subjects and examine it. 
This is not all. The scheme of which I speak allows any 





* Part of a paper read at the May meeting of the Library Assistants’ 
Association. 
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person, whether a member of the libraries or not, to not only 
examine the books, but to borrow any one of them for home 
reading, providing he is a resident in the borough. It was 
first introduced as an experiment, in connection with a course 
of library lectures, and proved so popular that it was extended 
to the lectures and meetings of other societies in the district. 

When the lecture is illustrated by lantern slides special 
slides are made, by means of which, if the lecturer has no objec- 
tion, the titles of the books available on the subject are shewn 
on the screen. Occasionally the lecturer makes a few brief 
remarks on any of the books he recognises, and advises the 
audience as to their choice. At the close of the meeting any 
person, provided his name be in the directory of residents for 
the locality, may borrow one of these volumes. If his creden- 
tials prove satisfactory, he is requested to sign his name and 
address on a slip of paper provided, such signature being con- 
sidered an agreement to keep the regulations of the library. 
This slip is then incorporated with the book card of the volume 
in an ordinary card charging pocket. The statistics of these 
issues are counted on to the lending library issue for the day, 
and are entered in a book kept specially for the purpose, thus 
keeping a permanent record of the use made of the privilege. 
In the book is inserted a typed bookmark, drawing the bor- 
rower’s attention to the conditions under which the loan is 
made, and also the date on or before which he must return it 
to the library. The period allowed for reading is fourteen days 
with the usual fine of a penny a week or portion of a week for 
detention beyond that period. Of course the book so obtained 
does not carry with it the right to borrow another volume in 
exchange when returned, but if the person does not possess a 
lending library ticket, he may use the application form which is 
also inserted in the book when issued. This form must be 
filled up in the usual manner, and on being tendered when re- 
turning the book entitles the applicant to borrow books at once. 
It is not always necessary to send an assistant to distribute the 
books, as, if the secretary of the society, or other officiating 
person, has the method of issue explained to him before hand, 
he will be perfectly competent to perform that task. 

This scheme of book extension has amply justified its exis- 
tence where it has been adopted. The convenience of being 
able to borrow literature on the subject of a lecture before the 
interest in that subject has had an opportunity of cooling, is 
obvious, and speaks for itself. The majority of those who 
avail themselves of the privilege become regular borrowers 
from the library. This illustrates the value of the system to the 
library in bringing that institution before the notice of people, 
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and though of course there is a certain element of risk in- 
volved by the libraries committee, I think the results more than 
justify this risk. I may add that at Croydon, where the Book 
Extension Service I have described was first inaugurated, not 
one single book out of nearly three hundred issued in this 
manner, has failed to be returned. 


SURVEY OF THE MONTH. 
By the Hon. SECRETARY. 

With this number members receive the ballot papers for 
the election of the Committee. We would emphasise the im- 
portance of the election, and express our hope that each member 
will realize the duty of carefully weighing the merits of each 
candidate and will vote accordingly. The Annual Report, 
which occupies pp. 295-8 of this number, is, we think, a most 
satisfactory document. Progress is shown in every direction, 
from increased membership to an increased journal, while not 
one of the meetings held during the session can be regarded 
as having been in any way a failure. Necessarily the report 
is longer this year than in any previous one, but then the activi- 
ties have been more numerous. If the sentence with which the 
Committee statement closes needs elucidation, we may say that 
members should realize that the offices of the Association are 
no longer, if they ever were, mere sinecures, but are posts 
involving real hard work, which has often to be performed in 
the teeth of much uninformed criticism. However, the diffi- 
culties and the criticism are more than balanced by the very 
great appreciation shown by the majority of members. On the 
whole the outlook of the Assocaition is brighter than ever 
before. A criticism we have had to meet, which at first 
blush seems to be justified, is that ours is a merely London 
association. This has, we suppose, been levelled at every 
national association, and on reflection will prove to be not quite 
reasonable. Any association of this character must have a 
base, and wherever that base is the activity must necessarily 
be greatest, be it London, or Manchester or Glasgow. But 
a professional association does not work in meetings alone; it 
influences in all manner of ways the whole tone of the pro- 
fession it represents. To-day there is a well defined scheme 
of education for assistants; anyone familiar with the history 
of the L.A.A. will admit that it had some influence in the pro- 
motion of that scheme. It has provided a journal which in 
spite of the humorous criticisms often focussed upon it is a 
thorough means of communication, and is as up-to-date and as 
practical as any of its rivals, if not as bulky. Above all it pro- 
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vides a concerted body of the leading library assistants of 
Britain and the Colonies, who have not only raised the status 
of assistants, but are also pledged to keep alive the claims of 
their members to the courtesy and recognition due to pro- 
fessional men. Other facts might be added, if this were the 
place, but enough has been said to indicate how different 
library assistantship would be if the Association had not been 
or ceased to be. For a provincial assistant to remain outside 
the Association simply because he cannot attend the meetings, 
is for him to adopt the selfish attitude of leaving a few assis- 
tants in one place to do the work, which, as it affects all 
assistants, should be done by all. In a successful session 
few meetings have been as highly appreciated as was the 
Bromley meeting. The cricket match was in style of play a 
great advance on that played last August, and the arrange- 
ments made by Mr. W. J. Harris were throughout exce'Jent. 
The tea, which was dispensed in charming fashion by Mrs. 
Harris in the orchard, will be amongst our most pleasant 
memories of our meetings. The discussion at the business 
meeting was spirited. Library assistants have been accused of 
seriousness—by people who never attend their meetings; we 
think that impression has vanished from the minds of any who 
were present; in fact, we are not sure that the wit is not 
becoming rather superfluous of late; a desire for a reputation 
for wit is one of the most fatal of ambitions ; it not infrequently 
discounts anything a man may say in a serious mood, and often 
destroys his power of genuine discussion. Again we 
are unable to record any vacancies or appointments of great 
consequence. Naturally in a profession such as ours good 
posts are not plentiful, and we must not bewail the fact; we 
must console ourselves with the thought that the infrequency 
of important appointments is sure proof of their permanence 
when obtained. The disgraceful salary of 11s. a week re- 
ceived by an assistant of 22 years of age at Richmond recalls 
an incident. We were once talking to the vice-chairman of the 
library in which we were then engaged, and he remarked that 
the library was by no means in poverty. ‘‘ You don’t pay your 
assistants very well, then,’’ we retorted somewhat resentfully. 
After a few questions upon our salary,of which the vice-chairman 
was profoundly ignorant, he agreed that it was small, but 
added, ‘‘ You can’t expect a public body to offer you an in- 
crease.’’ We took the hint; and commend the moral to under- 
paid assistants. We sympathise with Mr. Bond in 
having to endure the ridiculous way in which the St. Pancras 
Council are trying to shirk their responsibility with regard to 
the Libraries Acts. It is pleasant to reflect that all the tactics 
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of the anti-libraries body are almost sure to fail, and that the 
scheme will probably soon go ahead. The Annual Meet- 
ing should draw a full attendance of members. Mr. Baker is 
making first-rate arrangements for an enjoyable and instructive 
afternoon and evening. The meeting is really the most im- 
portant of the year, and we hope that members from the 
provinces will make an effort to foregather with their London 
brethren on this occasion. We record with great satis- 
faction the formation of an Irish Branch, the constitution of 
which as ‘‘ The Association of Assistant Librarians of Ireland "’ 
has been approved cordially by the Committee. We congratu- 
late everybody concerned, and we believe the Branch will be 
a source of great social and professional benefit to our Irish 
colleagues. Reports of its meetings will appear in due course 
in these pages. We should be glad to hear that the assistants 
of Scotland and of Wales were about to follow so excellent an 
example; we hope they will soon. Pressure on our 
space precludes any remark upon the professional literature of 
the month; we hope fully to rectify this omission next month. 


CORRESPONDENCE CLASSES. 


The Education Committee of the Library Association have arranged a 
fourth series of Correspondence Classes to be conducted during the Summer 
of 1907. 


The undermentioned Classes will be conducted by Mr. J. D. Brown, 
the Sections being those of the Examination Syllabus of the Library 
Association. Ten lessons will be given in each subject. 


Section V.—Library History, Foundation and Equipment. This course 
commenced on May Ist. 


Section VI.—Library Routine (Practical Library Administration), com- 
mencing September 2nd, 1907. 


The courses will, as a rule, be restricted to students living outside the 
London County Council area, but assistants living within the area who 
forward a certificate, signed by their chief, that they are unable to be 
present during the times that the classes are held at the London School of 
Economics, may also be admitted as students. 


The fee for each course will be 10/-, payable in advance. 


Further particulars may be obtained from the Hon. Sec. of the L.A. 
Education Committee, Whitcomb House, Whitcomb Street, London, W.C. 





NEW MEMBER. 
Senior: Mr. Robert Annis, Patent Office Library. 
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Library Assistants’ Association. 


TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT. 
The retiring Committee present their Annual Report. 


Membership. 


The year that has closed has witnessed more than usual 
activity in the Association, and a correspondingly increased 
success. Our membership, including the Branches, now 
totals 321, or 74 in excess of the previous year. This 
alone is a matter for congratulation, as it proves conclusively 
that library assistants are gradually realising the possibilities 
of the Association. 


Branches. 


Perhaps the most significant fact in the year’s work is the 
founding of two Branches. The Yorkshire Branch is mainly 
due to the initiative and efforts of Mr. J. B. Ellison, of Leeds, 
and Mr. James Ross of York. The advantage of the Branch 
is being thoroughly recognised, six chief librarians have signi- 
fied their approval by becoming its vice-presidents, and about 
40 assistants are active members. In the following tables will be 
found a list of the Officers and Committee and of the Meetings 
that have been held. A more recent growth is the Irish 
Branch, which is largely a result of the energy of Messrs. 
Gourley and Coulson, of Belfast. The list appended of the 
Presidents, Officers and Committee leads the Committee to 
believe the future success of the Branch is assured. The 
Committee hope to be able to extend Branches to other im- 
portant centres. A large amount of work in this direction 
still remains to be done. 


Sessional Programme. 


The programme announced last September has been car- 
ried out in its entirety with the unimportant exception of an 
alteration of date now and then. All the meetings have been 
well attended, the Inaugural, in particular, showing a record 
attendance of over 140. The Committee venture to think that 
every one of the papers read was of practical and suggestive 
interest. It would be invidious to single out any paper for 
special mention; the Committee simply thanks every member 
who has contributed to the proceedings. We have, as usual, 
enjoyed the hospitality of many chief librarians and library 
authorities. Our thanks are due to Mr. Harry Rowlatt, of 
Poplar, Mr. James Duff Brown of Islington, Mr. W. S. C. 
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Rae of Fulham, Mr. W. C. Plant of Shoreditch, Mr. A. W. 
Cawthorne of Stepney, Mr. F. J. Burgoyne and Mr. Councillor 
Townesend of Lambeth, Mr. W. J. Harris of Bromley (Kent) 
and Mr. E. A. Baker, M.A., of Woolwich, and to the various 
authorities which these gentlemen represent for accommodation 
and the cordial interest they have shown in our proceedings. The 
discussions at the meetings have been uniformly vigorous and 
helpful, and many members, including lady members, are 
proving themselves efficient speakers. Two years’ experience 
of programmes with three papers for each meeting has proved 
the desirability of reducing the number of papers to not more 
than two. This is recommended to the incoming Committee 
for future sessions, to allow more time for the discussions 
which are often the most valuable part of the meetings. 


Excursions and Recreations. 


An attempt has been successfully made to develop further 
the social and recreative side of the work. At the invitation 
of Sir Edmund H. Verney, Bart., about 40 members made an 
afternoon excursion to Winslow House, at Middle Claydon, 
Bucks, on July 4th, and were entertained splendidly by our host. 

The Annual Dinner, held at Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet St., 
E.C., on November 7th, was again an unqualified success. 
The attendance numbered over 80 ladies and gentlemen, and a 
most enjoyable evening was spent. Our thanks are due to the 
Hon. Treasurer, Mr. W. Geo. Chambers, and to Mr. Evan 
Rees, the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee, for the large amount of work devoted to this function. 

A Bohemian Concert was held at the Cripplegate Institute 
on March 7th. Although not financially a success the atten- 
dance was satisfactory, and from the artistic and social points 
of view it left nothing to be desired. This event again calls 
for the Committee’s thanks to Messrs. Chambers and Rees. 

Cricket Matches have been played as shown in the annexed 
list. It is hoped to make a cricket match an annual function 
of the Association. A football match was also played between 
the Association and West Ham Wednesday Athletic, but our 
members can scarcely be said to be goou footballers, owing to 
the lack of practice in combination. The arrangements for the 
outdoor sports are to the credit of Mr. William A. Peplow, the 
Assistant Hon. Secretary. 

An attempt has been made to organise a holiday camp, and 
a trip to Belgium during this summer, 1907. These proposals 
unfortunately have met with insufficient response from members. 


Afternoon Visits. 


A series of visits to special libraries and other places 
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having an interest for members was arranged in the latter 
part of the year by the Chairman, Mr. W. Benson Thorne. 
Our thanks are due to Mr. S. Wayland Kershaw, M.A., of 
Lambeth Palace; to Mr. R. W. Frazer, LL.B., of the London 
Institution; Mr. C. T. Jacobi, of the Chiswick Press; and the 
Rev. H. G. Daniell-Bainbridge, M.A., Precentor of Westmin- 
ster Abbey. All of these meetings have been highly appre- 
ciated, and cannot fail to produce good results. 

Conference. 


A departure of the year was the appointment of two dele- 
gates, Messrs. W. G. Chambers and W. H. Checketts, to 
attend the Conference of Library and Educational Authorities 
held at Birmingham on 3rd May, 1906, under the auspices of 
the Library Association. Mr. Chambers attended and pre- 
sented a report for the information of the Committee, which is 
printed on page 116 of ‘‘ The Library Assistant.’’ 

‘*The Library Assistant.’’ 


The official journal has appeared regularly throughout the 
year. The principal feature has been the change of form 
introduced in February last; a larger type and a thicker paper 
have been used and four extra pages have been added. A new 
cover design kindly presented by Mr. G. H. McCall, Librarian 
of the Limehouse Public Library, was introduced at the change. 
The ability, punctuality, and tact Mr. Hugh Smith has dis- 
played in holding the office of Hon. Editor, which above all 
others in the Association is subject to criticism, are, the Com- 
mittee feel, worthy of all praise; and they desire to place on 
record their appreciation of arduous services so ungrudgingly 
given. 


The Library. 


The Library grows slowly and surely into the good col- 
lection it is desired to place at the disposal of members. The 
books we possess are thoroughly practical and exactly those 
needed by students of our calling. As in former years, the 
Committee appeal to members and friends to increase and 
improve the Library by every means in their power. The 
collection is still under the control of our excellent librarian, 
Mr. A. H. Carter, at St. Martin’s Library, Westminster, to 
whom the Committee’s thanks are again due for his services 
and invariable courtesy. 


Honorary Members. 
Two additions have been made to the Association’s roll of 


Hon. Members. Mr. Henry D. Roberts, Chief Librarian, 
Brighton, was elected in recognition of his ten years’ work as 
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Hon. Secretary of the Education Committee of the Library 
Association; and Mr. George Edward Roebuck on resigning 
the Vice-Chairmanship of the Association was elected in recog- 
nition of his services to the Association as Hon. Secretary and 
to the profession at large. Both elections were unanimous and 
have proved exceedingly popular. 

Promotions. 

In May, last year, Mr. William J. Harris, for many years 
an active and valued member of the Committee, attained the 
rank of chief librarian on his appointment as Borough Libra- 
rian of Bromley, Kent. The congratulations of the Committee 
are also due to Mr. Roebuck on his appointment to the 
Librarianship of Walthamstow, and to Mr. W. M. MacKenzie, 
who has been appointed to the Librarianship of Dunfermline. 
Finance. 

Under the skilful management of Mr. W. Geo. Chambers, 
who has now held the office of Treasurer for 10 years, the 
finances of the Association continue in a thoroughly satisfactory 
condition. The Balance Sheet will be found on p. 303. 


Officers. 


Mr. Roebuck resigned the Vice-Chairmanship of the Asso- 
ciation in March last, and Mr. Hugh Smith was elected to the 
vacant office. A new Committee office, of Assistant Hon. 
Secretary, was created in August last, to which Mr. William 
A. Peplow was elected. 

Retrospect. 

Further acknowledgment must be made to the Governors 
of the Bishopsgate and Cripplegate Institutes for their kindness 
in providing accommodation for the Committee Meetings. 

In concluding this record of its year of office the Committee 
feel confident that the work done by the Association is bearing 
fruit and is receiving due recognition. The general improve- 
ment in the quality of library assistants has been commented 
on recently by many chief librarians. In this reform we claim 
to have exercised some influence. The year has been one of 
hard work, but the Committee acknowledge gladly the kind- 
ness and courtesy which the Association has received most 
markedly from outsiders, and the enthusiasm, energy and 
loyalty of those working with it. This feeling encourages the 
Committee to believe in the value of their work—a work which 
does not grow lighter as the Association grows older. 


Signed on behalf of the Committee, 


W. BENSON THORNE, Chairman. 
W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, Hon. Secretary. 
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE. 





Chairman: 
W. Benson Thorne, Bromley Library, Poplar. 
Vice-Chairman ; 
George E. Roebuck, St. George’s-in-the-East Library, Stepney. 
Resigned March, 1907. 
Hugh Smith, Bishopsgate Institute. 
Elected April, 1907. 
Hon. Treasurer : 
W. Geo. Chambers, Public Library, Plumstead. 
Hon. Editor: 
Hugh Smith, Bishopsgate Institute. 
Hon. Librarian: 
A. H. Carter, St. Martin’s Library, Westminster. 
Hon. Secretary: 
W. C. Berwick Sayers, Central Library, Croydon. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary : 
William A. Peplow, Central Library. Croydon. 


COMMITTEE. 
Education Sub-Committee : 


Henry T. Coutts, North Library, Islington. Chairman, April, 1907. 

Frank Dallimore, Public Library, Wimbledon. 

S. E. Harrison, Public Library, Cheltenham. 

William Law, Public Library, Brighton. 

William A. Peplow, Central Library, Croydon. 

George E. Roebuck, St. George’s Library, Stepney. Chairman. Resigned 
March, 1907. 

W. C. Berwick Sayers, Central Library, Croydon. Hon. Secretary. 

George A. Stephen, Highgate Library, St. Pancras. 

James D. Stewart, Central Library, Islington. Elected April, 1907. 

W. Benson Thorne, Bromley Library, Poplar. Ex-officio. 


Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee. 


Philip C. Bursill, Central Library, Woolwich. 

W. Geo. Chambers, Plumstead Library, Woolwich. Hon. Secretary. 
A. H. Davis, Central Library, Southampton. 

J. G. Faraday, Stroud Green Library, Hornsey. 

R. J. Gourley, Public Library, Belfast. 

Evan G. Rees, Great Smith St. Library, Westminster. Chairman. 
W. Benson Thorne, Bromley Library, Poplar. Ex-officio. 

James D. Young, Central Library, Greenwich. 


Publications Sub-Committee. 


R. F. Bullen, Bow Library, Poplar. Chairman. 

W. G. Hawkins, Central Library, Fulham. 

J. Frederick Hogg, Central Library, Battersea. 

E. H. Parsons, Govanhill Branch Library, Glasgow. 

H. W. Poulter, Public Library, Walthamstow. 

Hugh Smith, Bishopsgate Institute. Hon. Secretary. 

H. G. Sureties, Shepherd’s Hill Library, Hornsey. 

W. Benson Thorne, Bromley Library, Poplar. Ex-officio. 
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Co-opted Member. 

. B. Ellison, Central Library, Leeds. Hon. Secretary, Yorkshire Branch. 
y 

Junior Representatives, co-opted under Rule 5. 
June—December, 1906. 

J. Bayley, Poplar. 

J. Bell, Fulham. 

W. Cornwall, Croydon. 

Kirby, Hornsey. Co-opted October, 1906. 

F. Preece, St. Pancras. Co-opted October, 1906. 


AIR 


January—June, 1907. 
J. Bell, Fulham. 
W. Cornwall, Croydon. 
Fostall, Bromley, Kent. 
. C. Sawtell, Wimbledon. 
E. Thomas, Bishopsgate Institute. 


Ommam 





ATTENDANCES OF OPFICERS AND COMMITTEE. 









































GENERAL SUB- TOTAL 
NAME. COMMITTEE | COMMITTEE OF 
MEETINGS. |, MEETINGS. MEETINGS. 
Conv’d.|Atind’d| Conv’d.|Atind’d| Conv’d.|Attnd'd 

Bullen, R. F. ana a i 8 11 7 22 15 
Bursill, P. C. in ae wa 7 11 7 22 14 
Chambers, W. G. a a = il 11 11 22 22 
Coutts, H. T. poe ioe oh aa 8 11 7 22 15 
Dallimore, F. ies si oe 2 11 2 22 4 
Faraday, J. den sin a 5 11 5 22 10 
Hawkins, W. G. ... re cok =e 7 11 7 22 14 
Hogg, J. F. _ eos 1 =e 8 il 7 22 15 
Peplow, W. A. ... : — ae 8 11 8 22 16 
Poulter, H. W. ... Pe — i 8 11 8 22 16 
Rees, E. G. a ~~ wen 7 11 7 22 14 
Roebuck, G. E. ... ‘id ae 8 8 8 8 16 16 
Sayers, W. C. B. me ap Se 10 11 | 10 22 20 
Smith, H. ... — sei can SS 11 11 11 22 22 
Stephen, G. A. ... wae _— 11 11 11 22 22 
Stewart, J.D. ... ded mee 2 2 1 1 3 3 
Sureties, H.G. ... — uae 9 11 8 22 17 
Thorne, W. B. ... ais at 11 22 22 33 33 
Young, J. D. os wee oe ie 10 11 10 22 20 
Attendances of Members of Committee without a 12 miles radius of 


London are not recorded. 
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1906. PROGRAMME OF SESSION, 1906-07. 


Oct. 10. Inaugural meeting at London School of Economics. Address by 
Edmund Gosse, Esq., LL.D 


Nov. 14. At Bromley Library, Poplar. 
Papers: Senior—Mr. W. B. Thorne (Bromley). ‘‘ Aids to Readers.” 
Mr. Ww. R. B. Prideaux, B.A. (Royal Coll. of Physi- 
cians). ‘‘ Personal Relations between Staff and 
Readers.”’ 
Junior—Mr. H. A. Twort (Croydon). ‘‘ Collections of Illustra- 
tions in Public Libraries.” 
Dec. 5. At North Library, Islington. 
Papers: Senior—Mr. J. D. Stewart (Islington). ‘* Descriptive Anno- 
tation.’’ 
Mr. W. A. Peplow (Croydon). ‘‘ Evaluative Anno- 
tation.”’ 
Junior—Mr. H. Fostall (Bromley, Kent). ‘‘ The Junior Work 
of Annotation.’’ 
1907. 
Jan. 9. At Fulham Public Library. 
Papers: Senior—Mr. J. D. Young (Greenwich). ‘‘ The Present Con- 
dition of Library Legislation.”’ 
Mr. A. H. Yates (Sunderland). ‘‘The Need for a Con- 
nection between the Public Library and _ the 
Theatre.’”’ 
Junior—Mr. G. E. Denne (Richmond). ‘‘ Donations.’’ 
Feb. 18. At Shoreditch Public Library. 
Papers: Senior—Mr. R. F. Bullen (Poplar). ‘‘ Library Catalogues: 
Their Effects and Defects.’’ 
Mr. H. Barlow (London Library). ‘‘ The Future of 
the Catalogue.”’ 
Junior—Mr. H. C. Sawtell (Wimbledon). ‘‘ Blacking-Out of 
Betting News.”’ 
Mar. 13. At St. George’s Library, Stepney. 
Papers : Senior—Mr. G. E. Roebuck (St. George’s, Stepney). ‘‘ Pro- 
fessional Etiquette.”’ 
Junior—Mr. G. F. Vale (St. George’s, Stepney). ‘‘ On the 
Track of the Defaulter.”’ 
Apr. 10. At Herne Hill Library, Lambeth. 
Papers: Senior—Mr. H. V. Hopwood (Patent Office Library). ‘‘ Tech- 
nical Libraries.’’ 
Junior—Mr. S. Kirby (Hornsey). ‘‘ Co-operation: a Sugges- 
tion.”’ 
May 15. At the Public Library, Bromley, Kent. 
Papers: Senior—‘‘ Branch Libraries versus Delivery Stations.” 
Mr. H. G. Sureties (Hornsey). ‘* Branch Libraries.’’ 
Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers (Croydon). ‘‘ Delivery 
Stations.”’ 


Junior—Mr. S. J. Redgrave (Croydon). ‘‘A Public Library 
Book-Extension Service.’’ 
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June 19. Twelfth Annual Meeting, at Eltham Branch. Woolwich. 
Papers: Mr. E. A. Baker, M.A. (Borough Librarian, Woolwich). 
** The Literary Training of the Public Librarian.” 
Mr. P. C. Bursill (Woolwich). ‘‘ Staff Time Sheets and 
Routine Books.” 


Annual Business Meeting. 


Afternoon Visits. 
1907. 

Jan. 19. Lambeth Palace, as guests of S. Wayland Kershaw, Esq., M.A. 

Feb. 13. The London Institution, as guests of the Secretary, R. W. 
Fraser, Esq., LL.B. 

Mar. 13. The Chiswick Press, as guests of C. T. Jacobi, Esq. 

Apr. 24. Westminster Abbey, as guests of the Precentor, the Rev. H. 
Daniell Bainbridge, M.A. 


Recreations. 
1906. 
July 4. Visit to Winslow House, and the Village Libraries of Claydon, 
Bucks, by invitation of Sir Edmund Verney, Bart. 
Aug. 22. Annual Cricket Match, Regent’s Park, W. Library Assistants 
N. of Thames v. Library Assistants S. of Thames. 
Nov. 7. Annual Dinner, Anderton’s Hotel, E.C. 
1907. 
Mar. 7. Bohemian Concert, Cripplegate Institute, E.C. 
May 15. Annual Cricket Match, Queen’s Mead, Shortlands. Library 
Assistants N. of Thames v. Library Assistants S. of Thames. 
July 3. Afternoon Excursion to Brighton. 
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| 
MEMBERS. | 


LIST OF 
HONORARY MEMBERS. 
Samuel J. Clarke. R. A. Peddie. 
Bertram L. Dyer. F. Meaden Roberts. 


Thomas Greenwood. 
J. Y. W. MacAlister, F.S.A. 
Henry Ogle. 

Charles Welch, 





ORDINARY 


Birmingham 


ME 


Acomb, H. 
University. 

Aitken, Miss V. A., Islington. 

*Anderson, A. R., Port Elizabeth. 

*Annis, R., Patent Office. 

Avery, A. J., Erith. 

*Ayton, J. G., Glasgow. 

*Bain, R., Glasgow. 

Ballingall, W. S., Camberwell. 

*Barlow, H., London Library. 

*Barr, J., Glasgow. 

*Batty, T. W. E., Fulham. 

Bayley, D. J., Poplar. 

Bell, E. J., Fulham. 

*Bew, E. F., Lewisham. 

Bird, C. H., Woolwich. 

Bishop, E., Woolwich. 

Blakey, A. A., Bermondsey. 

*Bolton, G. R., St. Pancras. 

Bond, A. G., Gravesend. 

*Bonner, F. H., Croydon. 

Bower, H., Poplar. 

*Bradley, C. A., Glasgow. 

Broadhurst, H. P., Stockport. 

Brown, R. L., Wimbledon. 

*Brown, R. W., Northampton. 

*Brunt, H. S., Buxton. 

Buckingham, S. H., 
bourne. 

Bull, Miss G. M., Battersea. 

*Bullen, R. F., Poplar. 

*Burgess, W., Birkenhead. 

*Bursill, P. C., Woolwich. 

*Bushnell, F. C., Fulham. 

Cadman, C. R., Poplar. 

*Camplin, P. W.,  Heston- 
Isleworth. 

Carlisle, A. D., Woolwich. 

*Carpenter, H., Fulham. 

*Carter, A. H., Westminster. 

*Carter, E. G. H., Deptford. 

*Carter, W. A., Cripplegate 
Institute. 

Chambers, H., Plaistow. 

*Chambers, W. G., Woolwich. 


W., 


East- 





Henry D. Roberts. 

George E. Roebuck. 

H. Tapley Soper, F.R.Hist.S 
F.S.A. 


MBERS. 

*Checketts, H. W., Birmingham 
University. 

*Clark, M., Hornsey. 

Clarke, Miss O. E., A.A.Oxon., 
Islington 

*Clinch, C. 

*Cogswell, 

Coleman, 
Institute. 

Cooley, W 


*Cooper, R., 
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